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TheProblem

U The Rig-Veda often mentions the Saptasindhava or
Al and of the seven riverso, [
consensus with the land where the Indus (in the west),
ot =S S ENER e TR EREE DU i at e e S and the

U The Sarasvato I's descri bed as
(1.3.12) whose Al mpetuous-o f 1
movingo (7.95.1) #Afrom the moi
(giribhya Us a mu d)(7195.2).

S A e R S - (] e WERRVE- F e R o -7 ol = R R VRS v i g s e o B
only deified riverintheRig-Veda: she 1 s #fth
mot hers, the best of rivers, |
(ambitamen a d 0 t cewitame s ar a s 2.4116).



Theb/dJiR i &adirdizii K

Nadd s t sult k (Ray-Veda, 10.75) lists 19 rivers from east to
west:

2 Ty I W@ s WH Gedr 1ewdT
ATGeRIT HogH foTeqarsiienid Ul gurHam
JEEAT TIH Ide o7 Gocal 61 =T ol

o o= ST MHdl Y Heed X AN

OGangWa munSta r a s, Srutudri (= Sutlej), Parushni

(= Ravi), hear my praise!
Listen to my call, Asikni (= Chenab), Marudvridha (=
Maruvardhvan), Vitasta (= Jhelum) with Arjikiya, Sushoma

(= Sohan).




1) 2 the geography of the
L  Rig-Veda: but where is
X “/lithe S &@'r as?vat§
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(The Library Atlas by Bryce, Collier & Schmitz, 1760)
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Caggar or Kenker River %7

;
Fgnaam o
F 3 Hifsa

Map by James Rennel, Surveyor General of Bengal,
In his Memoir of a Map of Hindoostan, 1778
(Courtesy: Saraswati Mahal Library)



In the early nineteenth century, topographic surveys of the
Thar Desert by Lt. Colonel James Tod (1820s), Major
Colvin (1833) and Major Mackeson (1844) resulted in the
following observations:

1. Awide dry bed called i Gh a g gdatte@d with ancient
ruins.

2. A local tradition according to which the drying up of
therivercaused t he regi ondos desol at

3. The presence of freshwater wells along the
Ghaggar 6s bed, whiacgbbodieswnf d a
troops movingbyito (i f the col oni al
to invade Sindh by that route).

4. A seasonalrivercalledin Sar suti 0 among t
Ghaggar o6s tributaries.



French geographer Louis Vivien de
Saint-Martin, author in 1855 (1860) of

A Study on the Geography and the

Pri mi-ti ve Peopl e of
West, According to Vedic Hymns,

was the first European scholar to
propose that the Ghaggar system

was arelic of theVedicSar as:vat
T he . tirace “of it he  ar
was recently found, still quite
recognizable, and was followed far to
the west. [This discovery] confirmed
t.hie Zierar rrelcitiniers s o it
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A.Cunningha
map of 1871 (detail)
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ANCIENT COURSE O
THE HAKRA RIVER
{ AFTER C.F.OLDHAM 1893

EXISTING RIVER
FORMER RIVER

."'-uu-.
i WY o

l[ll

S Gy, %

--------

osna,
~N
3
£
" (A
|
2

“ m vl.;,._“
> v,
ol "

”

Y e tyges 2571

KHAN

N

‘;?;’;\g 2, o
Y ? . MITHANKOTEe
?f X 7 KHANPUR
% /F . -
55 et “A"_.A
N —
':;’ 3 ° o
b .ﬁf SHIKARPUR K o
4)\?‘¢ ¢ THANOTE
i >
§ <
. $: e bt
< </ G R
"/ x
< e
: % °%
C H %QSULNER
i A =/
3 1
<\
® =\
:f LL; g
= \“A
3 Ry
= '
AHYDERABAD }
® \}‘ g j *umaRKor
w BRI
8 P
'
!HATTAO « 1#@
il
> s
%, : 18
,.9 Q WESTERN RANN
(.
% =
7,
*00
(3

KACH

SIND OR INDUS R.

- > ! d

W.NAIWAL, .-~ ab” WV’ -

DERA GAZI *\ @ . Sl
ABOHUR 3 WA 2 |

Lo Saaees SITTODALWALL.Y o

BHATNAIR __--°

RA OR 2"

-

L ’
e BHAWALPUR | ./ HAK

----- -
e mm . ®

R Y-
‘\

e BIKANER

e NAGORE

SALTLAKE —_—

Y
1!-0 % ‘)' '("‘\ z
%/ TLAHORE V) JALANDHAR "7 gy
HARI KI _, . on
s SUTLEJ R. \AMmiid
g7 FiRozeuR.  \yoians .

AR AP e
GANES T MOODK( T -
..... \‘/ “;\’,"‘),.' "..

" .

Ll .

...... -1

® UDAIPU

* NEEMUCH

SUJAIN

" C.F. Oldham
surgeon-major in
the Indian Army:

OAIl t hough
river below the
confluence [with
the Ghaggar] is
marked in our
maps as Gaggar,

* it was formerly

theSar as;wat
that name is still
known amongst

t he pe@pd ¢
of 1883)



Vinashana is an
Important pilgrimage
site in the Pafncavimsha
Br Uh m#26.80.6) and
Jaiminya Upanishad

Br Uh m#4r26).

Detail of French Indologist
Louis Re n o wmapsof the
Ma h Ub h Uhgea {
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The present-day seasonal Ghaggar with its chief tributaries.
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(Map by Michel Danino)




