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From the director’s desk... 
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Friends,  

 Greetings for the New Year 2016! 

 

 We are overwhelmed at the response to the inaugural issue of                

e-newsletter released in September, 2015.  

 

 With the second issue (Oct-Dec 2015), we are introducing a new format 

for our newsletter, which henceforth will focus on any one of our museums     

detailing the activities of its transformations in a comprehensive way.        

Developmental work related to rest of the museums and other activities/   

programs will be covered in brief.  

 

 This issue is dedicated to Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath which 

deserves the opening space in our new format as it is not only the largest  

museum under Archaeological Survey of India, but it is also the first site   

museum to be established in 1904 which conceptualised and pushed up a 

new chapter in the history of museum development in India by rolling on the 

establishment of a series of site museums. Special mention may be made 

that Lion Capital of Asokan Pillar with lustrous polish, which is adopted as 

National Emblem of Republic of India is prized collection of this museum.  

 

 Further, in process of development, it continuously imbibed the           

elements of modernisation emerging along the International concept of new         

museology.  

 

 I trust this issue will be welcomed by the readers in its new form but, we 

are open to any suggestion coming from any corner, whatsoever.  

 

Urmila Sant 
Director (Museums) 

Archaeological Survey of India 



 

 

fig. 1~ Asokan Pillar of polished           

                Chunar sandstone  

S arnath is among one of the four most 

important Buddhist pilgrimage centres, 

where Buddha, the great teacher, gave his 

first sermon. This place has been referred to 

as Rishipattana, Mrigadava or Mrigdaya in 

ancient Buddhist literature.   

 The inscription of early medieval period 

found from Sarnath referred to this place as 

D h a r m a c h a k r a  o r                          

Saddharma-chakrapravartana vihara 

(convent of the Turning of Wheel of Law). 

 The modern name Sarnath seems to be 

a contraction of Saranganatha which         

denotes a local temple dedicated to Lord 

Siva. Sarnath is also sacred to the Jainas, as the site of asceticism and 

death of Sreyansanatha, the eleventh Tirthankara. 

 Asoka (273-32 BCE), the great Mauryan emperor, constructed stupas 

and a monolithic pillar surmounted with Lion Capital.  
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fig. 2~ Dharmarajika stupa built by Asoka  
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Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath 



 

 

 Building and religious activities continued till the advent of foreign invasion 

in the region after which the place went into oblivion. The veil was lifted in 1798, 

when Mr. Johnathan Duncan, the then Commissioner of Benares (now          

Varanasi) informed the discovery of a casket of green marble inside a stone 

box exposed by the workmen of Jagat Singh, Diwan of Raja Chet Singh of 

Benares, while procuring building materials in 1794 from Dharmarajika stupa.    

 
 Sustained excavations of the site for over a century led to the exposure of 

monumental art and architecture with associated yields of outstanding value 

ranging from 3rd century BCE to 12th century CE.  

Museums of  
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 The artifacts recovered from the site are 

significant source materials for the study of            

sculptural and terracotta art tradition,         

costumes, ornaments, numismatics,            

epigraphy, pottery and so on. Repertoire of        

sculptures presents an interesting variation 

through Sarnath, Mathura, and Pala schools 

of art. These structural and artistic               

remains are now displayed in the                 

Archaeological Site Museum.  

 

fig. 3-4 ~ Remains from the excavation site  

fig. 5~Dhamekh stupa spot where 

Lord Buddha preached his first 

sermon 



 

 

fig. 7-8 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: Plan (left); Front view (right) 

 In 1904, an initiative was taken by 

John Marshall, Director General of ASI, to 

set up a site museum at Sarnath with a 

view to present the antiquities in              

juxtaposition to the structural remains of 

the site so that their role can be               

understood in proper perspective. The    

museum building designed by James    

Ransome, the consulting Architect to the 

Government of India.  

 
 On plan, it forms half of a complete        

Sangharam (monastery). The museum    

building was completed and opened for the 

public in 1910. 

Museums of  
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 Archaeological site museum, Sarnath was the first site museum          

established by ASI, and therefore, marks the beginning of museum        

movement under ASI. It is one of the richest site museums in India under 

ASI with Buddhist, Brahmanical and Jain collections belonging to Mauryan, 

Sunga, Kushana, Gupta, Pala and Gahdavala periods. 

 

fig. 6~ Sir John Marshall, the  

ex-Director General of  

Archaeological Survey of India 

 



 

 

Total Antiquities              : 6832  

Displayed antiquities            :    301  

Reserve collections            :  6531 

Total displayed area (Gallery and Varanda): 10,371 sq. ft. 
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fig. 10-11 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: Archival pictures of the display 

fig. 9 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: Archival picture of Lion Capital 
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 Entrance to the museum is through the main hall, which is gallery     

no. 3 and is the key gallery. It shows the total life-span of ancient Sarnath 

i.e. 3rd century BCE to 12th century CE.  

 The most prized collection of this gallery is Lion Capital displayed here 

which is our National Emblem also. 

fig. 12 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: Lion Capital displayed in gallery no. 3 
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 Gallery no. 1 is at the northernmost end of the museum and it displays 

seated preaching Buddha, which is the best specimen of Sarnath school of 

Art of Gupta period. It also exhibits other images of Buddha in different     

postures. 

fig. 13 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: Seated preaching Buddha in gallery no. 1 
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 To the north of main hall is gallery no. 2 which exhibits Buddhist        

deities, standing image of Siddhaikavira, the God of learning and wisdom, 

saviour goddess Tara and goddess of abundance Vasudhara along with god 

of wealth Jambhala.  

 
  A stele depicting eight great places (ashtamahasthana) i.e. main events 

of his life, viz. nativity at Lumbini (Nepal), enlightenment at Bodhgaya,        

deliverance of first sermon at Sarnath and great decease at Kushinagara, 

descending of Buddha from Trayantrimsha heaven at Sankisa after    

preaching his mother, miracle of Sravasti, offering of honey by monkey at 

Vaishali and subjugation of made elephant Nalagiri at Rajagriha, has been 

displayed here. 

fig. 14 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: View of gallery no. 2 
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 Gallery no. 4 is located in the south of main hall. Some early art pieces 

of stone, Iron and terracotta objects together with pot-bellied Yaksha and 

Jain images find place here.  

fig. 15 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: View of gallery no. 4 

 

 

fig. 16 ~ Archaeological 

Site Museum, Sarnath: 

Terracotta objects in    

gallery no. 4 
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 Gallery no. 5  is  located at the southernmost end of the museum. 

Hindu deities like Vishnu, Ganesh, Kamdeva and Rati, Parvati, panels of 

Navagrahas or nine planets. The prized possession in this gallery is          

unfinished image of Siva, killing demon Andhaka (Andhakasuravadha),     

datable to the early medieval period, showing Siva in terrific form.  

fig. 17 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: View of gallery no. 5 
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fig. 19 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: View of display in the open verandah 

fig. 18~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: View of display in the open verandah 
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 An accidental discovery on 31.05.1990 unearthed one baked clay pot 

containing few gold objects in the premises of Myanmar temple adjacent to 

the excavated area of Sarnath. These antiquities were probably related with 

the high religious value as they retained religious symbols popular in      

Buddhist religion and art. 

fig. 20~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath:  

Display of gold ornaments found in a hoard at Sarnath 

 The pot, which was partially broken at its base, contained objects of 

high antique value, although majority of objects were very fragile and       

broken. This collection consists objects of gold, gold foil, copper, copper 

plated with gold, clay wrapped in gold foil and beads of semi-precious 

stones, etc. These objects were made of three techniques e.g. molding,   

embossing and cutting. 

 The objects made with gold were of various forms i.e. wheel, replica of 

stupa, triratna symbol, beads and flowers, etc. Besides there are some    

figurine like flying celestial and standing human beings and human face, etc. 

One stamped gold foil with three Brahmi letters and one cross in circle was 

also found. On the basis of three letters, above mentioned antiquities are 

dated to 2nd-1st century BCE.  

 The items with stamped and embossed designs are composed of      

thin gold foil which indicate there use as offering. It may further be noted that 

since the find spot of this hoard, the Myanmar temple, is located very close 

to the worship area, the objects found may be for ritualistic purposes.      

Asokan Pillar of Sarnath. Since the pillar site appears to be the nucleus of 

the worship area, the objects found may be for ritualistic purposes.  



 

 

Museums of  
Archaeological Survey of India  

15  Year 1, Issue 2, Oct-Dec 2015 

fig. 21 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath:  

Narratives on panels 

 Museums are now recognised as a vibrant institutions of education,        

research, recreation fun and amusement. Accordingly to develop museum 

on International standard display technique, showcases, lights, colour 

scheme, labeling, narration, flooring etc. have been modernised from time to 

time for holistic up-gradation of museum. 

fig. 22 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath:  

Lighting arrangements  



 

 

 Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath has remained concurrent to the 

changing security perceptions and responded accordingly with advancing 

technologies. This includes introduction of CCTV camera with recording    

facilities, Baggage’s Scanner X-ray machine, Door access system, Smoke 

alarm system, Door frame and handheld metal detector and Armed police 

guard, etc.  

Museums of  
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fig. 23 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath:  

CCTV Cameras and Baggage’s  scanner X-ray Machine  

 

fig. 24 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath:   

Security gadgets in the museum 
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Visitor Amenities  
 

Basic facilities (toilet, drinking water, etc.) 

Library 

Landscape 

Visitor Benches 

Children corner 

Baby care room 

Publications 

Information kiosks 

Cloak Room 

Braille text panels 

Souvenir shop 

Audio Guide, etc. 

Visiting hours  

9.00 AM to 5.00 PM (Friday closed) 

Free entry for children below the age of 15 years 
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Museum Publications 



 

 

 Education and Awareness 



 

 

fig. 26 ~ Quarters Guard, Red Fort, Delhi: Lady with a long braid   

Exhibitions  

A rcheological Survey of India organised a photo-exhibition titled 

‘Kēśavinyās: Hair-styles in Indian Art’ at Quarters Guard, Red Fort, Delhi. 

The exhibition was inaugurated on 19th November, 2015 and will remain on 

show till 31st January, 2016. The exhibition presented a kaleidoscope of   

hair-styles in Indian Art through photographs and line-drawings.  
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fig. 25 ~ Quarters Guard, Red Fort, Delhi: Exhibits 



 

 

Exhibitions  
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A rchaeological Survey of India in collaboration with the Alkazi Foundation 

for Arts, and National Museum, Delhi, organised an exhibition titled ‘Imaging 

the Isle Across: Vintage Photography from Ceylon’ held at the Ajanta hall 

of the National Museum, Delhi. It was inaugurated by Sh. Shharat Sharma,        

Additional Director General, Archaeological Survey of India on 26th          

September, 2015. The exhibition closed in November, 2015. 

fig. 27 ~ National Museum, Delhi: Inauguration ceremony  

fig. 28 ~ National Museum, Delhi: Exhibition Display  



 

 

Activities and Special Events 

fig. 31, 32 & 33 ~ Archaeological Museum, Ratnagiri: Drawing competition (above left);           

Archaeological Museum, Gwalior: Drawing competition (above right) and display of an      

exhibition on the monuments of Madhya Pradesh (centre) 

21  Year 1, Issue 2, Oct-Dec 2015 

fig. 29-30 ~ Archaeological Museum, Khajuraho: Prize distribution to school children on the 

eve of World Heritage week celebrations (left); Archaeological Museum, Ratnagiri: Oath by 

the school children for Swarchh Bharat Abhiyan initiative (right) 



 

 

 Best Practices in Museums  



 

 

Training and Courses 

fig. 34 ~ Trainees at Art Institute, Chicago 
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Capacity Building Programme 

U nder the Vivekananda Memorial Programme for Museum Excellence 

Internship programme on “Collection Stewardship, Interpretation and   

Audience Engagement”, four officials from the Archaeological Survey of    

India were deputed to Art Institute of Chicago from 28th September to 14th 

October, 2015. 

fig. 35~ Practical session at Art Institute, Chicago 



 

 

 

 Prized Antiquity 

 
Location - Archaeological Site Museum, Gwalior 

 
Period - 9th century CE 

 
Provenance - Bateshwar, District Morena 

 
Dimensions (lXbXt) - 25X20X14 cm  

 
Material - Sandstone 

 
Head of the Vishnu with beautifully crafted kiritmukuta and other         

ornaments. 

Vishnu 



 

 

Exhibition 

Forthcoming Events 

Venue: National Museum, Delhi 

Opening Date: August, 2016 

About the exhibition: Gupta period is regarded as a remarkable era of the        

ancient India as it was a period of progress in terms of political, cultural, scientific,          

religious and artistic activities. This period of stable government begun in 3rd       

century CE and continued till 6th century CE. Interestingly, the political history of 

Gupta has been traced on the basis of the evidence like inscriptions and coins. On 

the other hand, the details on the social background of Guptas are still a matter of 

debate among scholars. The proposed exhibition would be highlighting different 

aspects of Gupta art through archaeological evidence discovered from different 

parts of India. 
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The Art of Imperial Guptas:  

A Golden Age 
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