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 Michel Danino is a French-born Indian author. His recent titles are The 
Lost River: On the Trail of the Sarasvati (Penguin India, 2010), Indian 
Culture and India's Future (DK Printworld, 2011), and Sri Aurobindo and 
India's Rebirth (as editor, Rupa, 2018). With Prof. Kapil Kapoor, he co-
edited for the CBSE a two-volume textbook on Knowledge Traditions and 
Practices of India (2013 & 1015), an elective course for class XI and XII. The 
Dawn of Indian Civilization and the Elusive Aryans is forthcoming.

 Michel Danino has lectured and taught at many cultural and 
educational institutions. Since 2011, he has been teaching Indian 
civilization and its knowledge systems at IIT Gandhinagar, where he also 
coordinates its Archaeological Sciences Centre. He has researched 
ancient and classical metrology and has contributed to the popularization of 
ancient Indian science and technology. He was a member of the Indian 
Council of Historical Research (2015-18); he is currently a member of the 
Indian National Commission for History of Science, INSA.

 

The Sarasvati River: Old and New Perspectives

 �bout the �ecture

The Sarasvati River, which once flowed through the subcontinent's northwest all the way to the Rann 
of  Kachchh, has been called a “mythical river” and is said to have been rediscovered through satellite 
imagery. Both these popular notions are incorrect. The first part of  this lecture will recall why, over a 
century and a half  ago, European scholars came to identify the dry Ghaggar-Hakra bed with the lost 
Sarasvati of  Vedic literature - an identification almost unanimously endorsed, until, in the 1980s, it 
suddenly became “controversial”.

 The second part will sum up recent scientific investigations in the river's basin, in particular 
geological studies and the issues they have addressed, such as the Sutlej's and the Yamuna's contributions 
to the Sarasvati system, the existence of  a mega-river and the age of  its disappearance. It will also discuss 
the crucial questions of  the river's condition during the Mature Harappan period and the impact of  
climate change in the late Holocene. While answers to those questions are not yet final, some of  the old 
theories can now be revised.

Tea and snacks will be served during the lecture
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