
Activities and achievements of the Directorate of Epigraphy, Archaeological 

Survey of India, Mysuru for the period ending 31st August 2018 
 

Epigraphical survey: 

The technical staff and officers of the Epigraphy Branch conducted epigraphical 

survey. Dr. K. Munirathnam, Director (Epigraphy) I/c copied two stone inscriptions from 

Kadapa district, Andhra Pradesh. 

Publication: 

• Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 2017-18 was sent to Tamil Nadu 

Government Press, Chennai for printing. 

• The work of compiling Annual Report on Indian Epigraphy for the year 2004-05 

is in progress. 

• Editing of South Indian Inscriptions volumes by the technical officers and staff of 

the Epigraphy Branch is being continued. 

• The work of editing inscriptions by outside scholars for publication in various 

South Indian Inscriptions and North Indian Inscriptions volume are in different 

stages of progress. 

Review of some of the inscriptions: 

Among the inscriptions examined by the technical staff at Mysuru, important ones are 

highlighted here. Among them is a Telugu inscription of about 8th century A.D., engraved on 

a rock boulder in the forest near Nityapujakona in Sidhavatam mandalam, Kadapa district, 

Andhra Pradesh. It records the construction of a temple to the god Ishtakamalesvara on a hill 

called Chiriyatapala by Narasigundu, a commander in Erikala. 

A Kannada record datable to 11th-12th century A.D., engraved on a beam above the 

entrance into the garbhagriha of Sadasiva temple at Nuggehalli in Chennarayapatna taluk of 

Hassan district, Karnataka is examined here. It records the creation of an agrahara named 

Srivijaya Somanathapura alias Nuggehalli by Bommanna Dandanayaka, when Mallideva was 

probably administering over Yaraluru. Further states that Mallideva has also donated some 

land and taxes obtained from the villages (names mentioned) to the ashesha mahajanas of 

Nuggehalli. 

A Tamil inscription issued in the 11th regnal year of the Pandya King Parakrama 

Pandya, written in Tamil characters of about 14th century AD. is highlighted here. It is 

engraved on the west and south wall of the kumuda-pattika in the Somesvaramudaiyar temple 



at Kilaikkurichi in Kulattur taluk of Pudukkottai district, Tamil Nadu. This incomplete 

inscription records the fight between two ladies viz., Chokki and Surral and states that as 

Chokki has committed suicide after this fight, her relatives murdered the sister of Surral. 

Therefore the representatives of the village i.e. Ayappadi-nattar of Konadu in Cholavalanadu 

made a compromise between them and ordered to make an expiatory gift to the temple of 

Somesvaramudaiya at Pagaittalipadi alias Kilaikkurichi. 

Among the inscriptions examined by the South Zone office, Chennai, is a Telugu 

record, engraved on two sides of a slab erected in the premises of Sri Mallikarjuna svami 

temple at Kodavalur in Kodavalur mandalam, Nellore district, Andhra Pradesh. It was issued 

during the reign of Kulottunga III of Chalukya Chola dynasty in Saka 1114 (1192 A.D.), ba. 

7, Monday. It records that Damireddi, Gannapareddi and Kamireddi, respectively constructed 

a temple and mandapa to the god Bhramesvara mahadeva situated at the northern side of the 

Ganda Narayanapura. Also states that certain Chikka Bhairappa Nayaka granted some 

agricultural lands for providing daily offerings to the god for attaining religious merit of 

Tirukalattideva, son of Nalla Siddanadeva. 

An inscription in Tamil language and characters of the 9th century A.D., engraved on 

a hero-stone erected in a field at Vagavedu in Srikalahasti mandalam, Chittoor district, 

Andhra Pradesh is highlighted here. It records the heroic deed and death of Chinthan, who 

fought along with Perumbiman and killed number of enemies while trying to protect the fort 

Etha, when Agalan Karupparudayar was ruling the region. Also refers to the gift of tax free 

land to Cholarmaludyan, brother of Chinthan in the presence of Karuyparudyan, an official. 

Among the inscriptions examined by the North Zone office, Lucknow, is a legend 

engraved on a seal preserved in the Government Archaeological museum at Kannauj, 

Kannauj district, Uttar Pradesh. It is in Sanskrit language and Nagari chatacters of 6th-7th 

century A.D. and reads Vatapi karanam. Two sealings of the same script and language from 

the same museum were also examined. Among them, one datable to 6th-7th century A.D., 

reads dagabagharajah and the other datable to 9th century A.D., contains the Buddhist 

formula ye dharma hetu, etc.  

Other activities:  

Library facilities were extended to the scholars at Mysuru office. 

****** 

 


