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 from the Editor’s desk… 
Greetings to all the readers 

 This special issue of e-newsletter is dedicated to Archaeological          
Museum, Sanchi.  
 
 Sanchi is one of the oldest Buddhist sites in India datable from 3rd    

century BCE to 12th century CE which has been inscribed under World   

Heritage List in 1989. Its stupa with four gates and railings exhibit unrivalled 

sculpted decorative art. The lush carvings in bas-relief, high relief and in the 

round constitute treasure trove of iconographic depictions with theme      

centered on events from the life of Buddha but more significantly                

representing narratives from his previous life through Jataka stories. 

 

 The objects discovered in course of clearance for conservation and        

excavation done at Sanchi were placed in a small museum established at the 

hill top in 1919 by Sir John Marshal, Former Director-General,                     

Archaeological Survey of India. Later in 1966, this museum was shifted to its 

present location at the foot hill of Sanchi Stupa. 

 
 Majority of the objects are from Sanchi itself and a few from its 

neighborhood sites i.e. Gulgaon, Vidisha, Murelkhurd and Gyaraspur. The 

objects aesthetically displayed in the gallery are the representative member 

of six cultural periods viz. Maurya, Sunga, Satvahana, Kushana, Gupta and 

post-Gupta.  

 
 The Ashokan lion Capital bearing typical Mauryan polish is the most 

outstanding exhibit and singularly attracts ones attention. The narrative 

quality of the stories and the creativity of sculpted capitals and cornices as 

revealed in the artifacts make the Sanchi museum a distinguished               

destination for heritage conscious visitors. 

 
 Besides this, the current issue also include activities and special events 

happened during this quarter of the year. I hope this issue of newsletter is   

informative as the previous one. 

Dr. Urmila Sant 

 Joint Director-General (Museums) 
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S anchi, 45 km north-east of     

Bhopal and around 10 km south-west 

of Vidisha, both on the Delhi-Mumbai 

Railway, is uniquely placed in the 

world of Buddhist archaeology and 

tourism. Sanchi is varyingly known as 

Kakanaya, Kakanadabota and Bota 

Sri Parvata in ancient time.  

 

 The humble beginning of the 

activities in this area was started    

during the time of mighty Mauryas in 3rd century BCE. Emperor Ashoka selected this 

place because of its strategic location, perfect place for meditation, proximity to the city of 

Vidisha, some rich mercantile community of the place, location at the confluence of two 

rivers i.e. the Betwa and the Bes and closeness to important trade routes.  

 

 After Mauryas, the Sungas during middle of the 2nd century BCE were ruling here 

and their existence can be observed in the stone encasing and enlargement of the Stupa 

no. 1. After Sungas, the Satavahanas came into existence over here for a short while.  

 

 During the Gupta period, Sanchi emerged as a great magnitude especially in terms 

of temple architecture and revival of structural activities. Temple no. 17 behind the    

southern torana of Stupa no. 1 is one of the earliest Gupta temples noted for its             

well-balanced proportion, restraint in ornamentation and elegance. After Gupta a number 

of small kingdoms emerged till the Harshavardhana (606-647 CE) came into being and he 

achieved some sort of political unity in northern India. Post Harsha, the Pratiharas        

established themselves in the Malwa region by the 8th century CE. Sanchi’s temple no. 45 

belongs to this period. However, Sanchi seems to have been hardly affected by such       

political changes as many architectural edifices are seen at the site. 
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Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi 

fig. 1~ Sanchi:  
Location of the site 

 

Historical background 
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 In a nutshell, at Sanchi, the Buddhist establishment continued the genesis of art and 

architecture spanning over nearly thirteen hundred years from 3rd century BCE to 12th 

century CE (as categorised below). 
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Categories of the Sculptures: 

periodical context  

Mauryan  

Sunga-Kushana  

Satavahana  

Gupta  

Post Gupta   

Early Medieval  

Categories of the sculptures: 
cult context 

Buddhist  

Saiva  

Vaishnava  

Shakta 

Nagas  

Composite figures 

 In the year, 1818, General Taylor discovered the site of Sanchi which was hidden un-

der dense vegetation and brought it to public attention. Later on, Sir John Marshall did 

extensive works at the site from 1912-19. 

fig. 2-3 ~ Sanchi:  
Stupa before cleaning 

(above); 
Stupa after cleaning 

(below) 
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 In 1919, objects discovered in the course of clearance for conservation and              

excavations done at Sanchi were placed in a small hill-top museum by Sir John Marshall. 

Subsequently, Archaeological Survey of India acquired a college building at the foothill of 

Sanchi Stupa and later in the year 1966, the exhibits shifted to the new building. During 

the same year, the museum was opened for the public.  

 
 At present, the Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi and its premises is extended in 

about 6.30 acres of area. This museum comprises a main hall and four galleries besides 

exhibits in the verandah and a few in open courtyards. Majority of the objects are from 

Sanchi itself and a few from its neighborhood sites i.e. Gulgaon, Vidisha, Murelkhurd and 

Gyaraspur. The objects housed in the museum are datable from 3rd century BCE to 12th 

century CE. 
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Museum and its display - Sanchi 

fig. 4~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi: Plan 
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entrance 



 

 

 In this hall, the exhibits represent to six cultural periods i.e. Mauryan, Sunga,       

Satvahana, Kushana, Gupta and late Gupta periods (circa 300-700 BCE). Among the     

objects of Mauryan period, the magnificent Lion Capital of Ashoka with remarkable     

mirror like luster is most noteworthy. The other notable objects of 300 BCE include     

polished umbrella made of chunar sandstone, probably belongs to brick stupa of Asoka 

displays in the showcase. A rare colossal image of Nagaraja from Gulgaon near Sanchi 

also deserves mention. The main hall is enriched by beautiful ornamental art objects of 

Satavahana period. The notable among these are one graceful Yakshi figure 

(Salbhanjika).  

 

 A few sculptures of Mathura school of art are also displayed in the main hall. Among 

these are seated Buddha made of red sand stone and pedestal bearing two feet of deity, 

having Buddhist creed the name of king Vaskushana. Besides, standing figures of            

Bodhisattavas Padmapani and Vajarapani of Gupta period are other remarkable          

collection of the main hall.  
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Main hall 

fig. 5~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi:  
View of the main hall 
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 This gallery displays large size Buddhist sculptures made of sandstone. These    

sculptures bear Gupta as well as late medieval period art traditions in view of their       

treatment and style. A clumsy copy of replica of Asokan pillar capital of Gupta period with 

Dharma Chakra supported by four lions seated back to back displayed here is the main 

attraction of the gallery.  

 
 Other notable sculptures are Buddha in meditation bearing auspicious symbols on 

toes, palm, etc. sthanaka (standing) Buddha in varad mudra and two large images of    

Nagaraja. Votive Stupas are also displayed in this gallery. 
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First Gallery  

fig. 6-7~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi:  
view of first gallery (above);   

colossal figure of Buddha in dhyana mudra (below)  
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 This gallery is divided into two parts. First part (on left side) comprises of miniature 

sculptures datable from 3rd century BCE to 12th century CE, while on the right side iron 

objects belonging to medieval period are displayed. The displayed miniature figures,     

terracotta and stone plaques, both Buddhist and Brahamical, denote cult affiliation from 

Sunga to early medieval period. Notable among them are two armed standing Vishnu 

with attendants, Buddha belonging to Gupta period and Siva with Jatamukuta as well as 

head of Avalokitesvara bearing Dhyani Buddha. Some of Brahmanical plaques depicting 

Vishnu, Ganesha and Mahishasurmardini etc. belonging to 12th century CE. can also be 

seen in this gallery.  

 
 To the right side of the gallery iron implements of daily use belonging to medieval 

period are displayed. These iron implements were found during excavations at Sanchi 

from 1912 to 1919 by Sir John Marshall. The main objects are related to the farming and 

some of these are purposed for iron smith. The locals of the Sanchi used these iron objects 

for farming. The size and accuracy of these objects show that farming was much prevalent 

in this region. The notable objects are plough share, sickle, wedge, hammer, chain, anvil, 

chisel, clamp etc. Besides, arrow head, dagger and spear head are also included.        

Moreover, a lock from the medieval period is also displayed in this gallery.    
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Second Gallery  

fig. 8 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi:  
View of the second gallery 
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 In this gallery, there are some sculptural fragments. Most of the fragmented       

sculptures are datable to early medieval period (8th to 12th century CE). Only exceptions 

are coping stones of relic casket belonging to 1st century BCE and an image of  Surya-Siva

-Vishnu which is datable to 5th-6th century CE. These images largely reflect the              

development of late Gupta art.  

 
 In addition, there is a Photo Gallery (Gallery no. 4) which contains old               

photographs, drawings and sketches highlighting the history of discovery, excavations 

and conservation of Buddhist monuments at Sanchi.   

 
 Besides, a few excavations carried out by Bhopal Circle of the Archaeological Survey 

of India in the year 1995-96 have also been highlighted in this gallery through               

photographic display. 
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Third and Fourth Galleries  

fig. 9-10 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi:  
View of the third and forth galleries 
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 There is a beautiful building named ‘Marshall House’ in the museum premises 

which was built for Sir John Marshall who lived here from 1912-19 and did the incredible 

work on explorations, excavations, restoration and conservations work at Sanchi and its 

stupas.   

 

 Presently, this house is being served as a small museum and a few belongings of 

John Marshall are housed here. Three volumes of ‘Monuments of Sanchi’ written by Sir 

John Marshall are the centre of attraction of the house.  

Museums of  
Archaeological Survey of India  

11  

Marshall House 

fig. 11 ~ Sanchi:  
Front view of the Marshall house 
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fig. 12 (a) to (d) ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi: 
Lion capital (a); Nagaraja in human form (b);  

Sthanak Vishnu (c); Boddhisattva Vajrapani (d) 

a b 

c d 
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fig. 13 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi: A website on the museum has 
recently been launched. Link of the website is 

 http://www.museumsanchiasi.mp.gov.in/ 
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Basic facilities like drinking water, lavatory, wheel chair, Visitor benches are available 

Signage boards for museum building 

Direction board for visitors 

Label for name and description of small display antiquities 

Signages for detailed description of important antiquities 

Information kiosk with touch screen 

LED display for showing ASI documentaries   

Display of Emergency contact list  

Museum Publications 

 

Information 

Visiting hours: 9.00 AM to 5.00 PM  

Museum remains closed on Friday 

 
Entry Fee - Single ticket for museum and monument  

 
Combined Entry ticket  

`30 - Indian, SAARC & BIMSTEC 

`500 - other citizen  

 

(No entry fee for children below the age of 15 years) 
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 Education and Awareness 



 

 

M useums of the ASI celebrated World Heritage Day (18th April, 2017) and            

International Museum Day (18th May, 2017). During these days, photo exhibitions on 

various themes were organised. Schools children were also invited for a number of      

competitions.  

Activities and Special Events 
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fig. 14 ~ Chandigarh: Exhibition on the monuments of ASI on the eve of 
World Heritage Day organised by the staff of  

Chandigarh circle and museums under the said circle 

fig. 15 ~ Delhi:  
Exhibition on the monuments of Delhi organised at the Red Fort 
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fig. 16-17 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Konarka: 
Clay modeling session organised for the school children  

on the eve of Museum Day 

fig. 18-19 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Sarnath: 
Drawing competition for school children on the eve of Museum Day 
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fig. 20 ~ Fort St. George Museum, Chennai has    
recently launched a ‘360 degree virtual reality 
walkthrough’ in their portrait gallery. This      
walkthrough has been initiated especially for 
physically disabled visitors.  
 
Sitting at one place, visitors can see all the            
exhibits of the portrait gallery through this virtual 
walkthrough.  
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Re-organization of galleries at Archaeological Site Museum, Kalibangan 

T he re-organized galleries of the archaeological site museum located at the Kalibangan 

were opened for the general public on the eve of international museum day (18th May, 

2017).  

 The museum was inaugurated by Shri Prakash Rajpurohit, District Magistrate and 

Collector, Hanumangarh along with Sh. Ashish, lAS, Madhya Pradesh Cadre; Pradhan 

Pilibangan (Head of Panchyat), Sarpanch, Kalibangan and local authority, villagers of   

Kalibangan. During the opening ceremony, school children were invited to take part in 

different competitions to propagate awareness. 

Year 3, Issue 2, April-June 2017 

fig. 21-22 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Kalibangan: 
Re-opening of the museum on the eve of Museum Day 
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fig. 23-24 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Kalibangan: 
Replica on the burial found from the site (above);  

essay writing competition for the school children (below) 
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Re-organization of galleries at Archaeological Site Museum, Shivpuri 

A  glimpse of the re-organised museum located at the District Shivpuri, Madhya 

Pradesh. It will soon be opened for the general public. 
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fig. 25-26 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Shivpuri: 
View of re-organised galleries 
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fig. 27-28 ~ Archaeological Site Museum, Shivpuri: 
View of re-organised galleries 



 

 

 

 Prized Antiquity 

Buddha in Padmasana 

Object: Sculpture of Buddha 

 

Accession number: 2791 

 

Period: Gupta 

 

Location: Main hall, Archaeological Site Museum, Sanchi 

 

Description: Buddha in dhyana mudra or padmasana (seated posture), 

having curly hair, rounded face and peaceful smile. He is covered with 

uttariya (thin layered cloth) which has various folds that enhance the beauty 

of the figure. The sculpture is made up of red sandstone, a typical example of 

the Gupta art. 
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