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From the director’s desk... 
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Friends, 

 

  This issue of e-newsletter is dedicated to Archaeological Museum, 

Taj. Taj Mahal is one of the wonders of world. It is one of the most favored       

destinations for domestic as well as foreign tourist and has always             

fascinated them for its aesthetic architecture and much more than that for    

being an epitome of love. But the vision and charm of the monument          

remains incomplete without a visit to this museum. 

 

 The origin of Archaeological Museum, Taj goes back to 1906 when it 

was established at the instance of Lord Curzon, the Viceroy of India, in two 

rooms on the west side of main entrance gateway to the Taj Mahal. In 1982, 

it was shifted to its present location in western Naubat Khana known as Jal 

Mahal.   

 

 The main exhibits of the museum are Canvas painting depicting the 

plan of the Taj Mahal with the Katras of Tajganj, specimens of precious stone 

and tools used in inlay work, old photographs and few coloured drawings of 

Taj Mahal, portraits of empress Mumtaz Mahal and emperor Shah Jahan, 

manuscript of Chehel-Majlis recorded by Alauddaula Samnani and copied by 

Abdur-Rahim, farmans, manuscript on the biography of empress Mumtaz 

Mahal and construction of Taj Mahal and pages from Shah Nama.  

 

 Further, in process of development it continuously imbibed the elements 

of modernisation emerging along the International concept of new          

museology.  

 

 I hope this issue of Newsletter is informative but we are open to any 

suggestion coming from any corner, whatsoever. 

 

 

Urmila Sant 
Director (Museums) 

Archaeological Survey of India 



 

 

 The world famous monument Taj Mahal, a unique architectural 

achievement of the world, stands on the bank of River Yamuna, adorning the 

sky line of Agra. It was built by the fifth Mughal emperor, Shah Jahan, in 

memory of his wife Arjumand Bano Begum (Mumtaj Mahal), a Muslim        

Persian princess.  She received the title of Mumtaj Mahal after her marriage 

to Shah Jahan.  

 

 The construction of this fine marble tomb began in 1631 and was       

completed in seventeen years. It is said that twenty thousand workmen, 

worked day and night to complete it. The material was brought in from all 

over India and Central Asia. The octagonal structure is topped by a fine 

dome and balanced by four tapering minarets at the edge of the platform. 

Within the dome lies the jewel-inlaid Cenotaph of the Queen.  

 

 Standing in a beautiful garden, embellished with waterways and       

fountains, the garden tomb is framed by sandstone walls and tall gateways. 

The exquisite workmanship of the Taj has been described as “having been 

designed by giants and finished by jewellers”.    
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Fig. 1  Taj Mahal, Agra: left (taken in 1862); right (taken in 2015) 



 

 

 As per contemporary chronicles, construction took place under the         

supervision of Makarmat Khan and Mir Abdul Karim and the dome was built 

by Ismail Khan of Turkey. Abdul-Huq of Shiraz entitled Amant Khan was the 

main calligrapher. Ustad Ahmad is also reported to have been connected 

with the construction of Taj Mahal. 

 
The Taj Mahal was declared protected in 1920 under the provisions of 

Ancient Monuments Preservation Act, 1904 and subsequently governed by 

the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and 

Rules 1959. The Taj Mahal is declared as a World Heritage Property by 

UNESCO in 1983. 

 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM, TAJ 

 The origin of this     

museum goes back to 1906, 

when it was established at 

the instance of Lord Curzon 

(Viceroy of India 1899 to 

1905) in two  hexagonal 

rooms on the west side of 

main entrance gateway to 

the Taj Mahal. Further, 

Khan Bahdur Maulvi Zafar 

Hussan, Honarary  Curator 

and     Superintendent,                 

Archaeological    Survey, 

Northern Circle, Agra made 

valuable efforts to develop 

this museum.  

 
 The Archaeological 

Museum at Taj was           

organised in the pavilion 

near the western wall of the 

enclosure (as marked above 

in red circle).  
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Fig. 2 Taj Mahal, Agra: Plan of complex with   

location of Taj Museum 



 

 

 The building is variously called Naubat Khana and Jal Mahal. It is a 

double-storied building having a quadrangle projection outside. The Naubat 

Khana is built on a raised platform. The building has a three-arched            

Veranda in the middle and rooms on either sides. Veranda opens into an    

oblong hall with semi-octagonal apsidal recess on the sides and octagonal   

recess in the centre.   
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Fig. 3 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: Front view 

      Fig. 4 Archaeological  

Museum, Taj: Plan having 

a main hall in the  centre 

and galleries on sides 

 The ground floor housed the museum whereas  upper  story is utilised as 

office. The museum in its present form was established and started           

functioning from 18th September, 1982. 

It comprises three galleries in addition to the Main Hall and has        

displayed various exhibits relating mostly to the construction of Taj Mahal 

and to the Mughal period.  



 

 

            

Total number of antiquities   : 121 

                Displayed objects    :   78 

             Reserved collection    :  43 

Main Hall 

The antiquities are broadly categorised as 

 

 Mughal miniature paintings 

 Manuscripts 

 Farmans 

 Specimen of calligraphy 

 Arms 

 Utensils 

 Plans and drawings of Taj complex 

 Paintings 

 Inlay  works and 

 Marble pillars 

 Some important objects displayed in the main hall, are Manuscript of 

Chehel Majlis bearing the signature of Emperor of Shah Jahan with Royal 

Mughal Seal, order of General Perron of the period of Mughal emperor Shah  

Collection 
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Alam II  recording the details of the fruits in the garden of Taj Mahal, royal 

farmans of emperor Shah Jahan, manuscript on the biography of empress 

Mumtaz Mahal and construction of Taj Mahal, sample specimens of         

semi-precious stones used in the Taj Mahal and a map showing location of 

their source.      

Fig. 5 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: Sample of semi-precious stones along 

with map showing source of different semi-precious stones used in Taj  
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Fig. 6   Archaeological Museum, Taj:  

Painting of  Taj Mahal by British artist - Daniel  



 

 

 

 

Specimens of famous                  

calligraphers of Mughal period like 

Mirza Muhammad Suleman (Son of 

Dara Shikoh), Muhammad Shah 

Shuja (second son of Shah Jahan), 

Abdur Rashid Dailmi, Muhammed 

Hussein Al Katib and Mulraj are on 

display. Some jade and porcelain     

objects like Quran stand carved of 

jade, a beautiful ornamented spouted 

vase (lota) in jade, mirror mounted 

on stone, bowl and dishes of celadon 

ware which may split into pieces or 

changes colour when comes in contact with poisonous food. Some metal 

weapons like swords, daggers, spear head, etc. are also displayed in this      

gallery. 

This gallery is located to the west of Main Hall.                                         

Mughal paintings are mostly put on display in it. The 

painting of Emperor Shah Jahan (1628-1658 CE) and his most favourite wife 

Mumtaz Mahal both on 

i v o r y  e n c a s e d  i n                  

ornamental wooden frame 

are displayed in this         

gallery. Another painting 

from famous        Persian 

epic Shah Nama of           

Firdausi, and miniature 

paintings of Emperor         

Jahangir, Shah Jahan and 

other royal family members 

area also exhibited in      

Gallery No. 2.  

Fig. 7 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: 

A spouted vase of jade  

Fig. 8 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: Partial      
  view of objects displayed in  Gallery. No. 2  

Gallery No. 1 

Gallery No. 2 
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 Plans and colour drawings showing salient features of the architecture 

of Taj Mahal are displayed in this gallery. The most worthwhile is a site 

plan of Taj complex, front elevation of the tomb and other details are        

recorded on this site plan. Replicas of few gold and silver coins minted in 

Akbarabad (Agra) are also on display.  

Fig. 9 Archaeological  Museum, Taj:  
Canvas painting with Plan of Taj Mahal complex  
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 A gold commemorative coin of Taj Mahal gifted by UNESCO is also            

displayed in a showcase in this gallery. 

 

 The museum has displayed various exhibits related mostly to the        

construction of Taj Mahal and to the Mughal period. The antiquities broadly 

categorised as Mughal miniature painting, manuscripts, Gourmet decrees, 

specimens of calligraphy (style of writing the Quranic verses) arms, utensils, 

plans and drawing of Taj Mahal, Paintings, Inlay works, marble pillar from 

Agra Fort are on display in this museum.    

Gallery No. 3 



 

 

Significant Collections  

Fig. 10 & 11 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: 

Portrait of Mumtaz Mahal (left) and Shah Jahan (right) 
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Fig. 12-13 Archaeological  Museum, Taj: Page from manuscript of       

Chehel Majlis bearing the signature of emperor of Shah Jahan with 

royal Mughal seal (left); A folio from Shah Nama (right) 



 

 

Fig. 14 Archaeological  Museum, Taj:  

Biography of Mumtaz Mahal 
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Fig. 15 Archaeological  Museum, Taj:  

Narrative board in museum 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Basic facilities like R.O. drinking water, toilets, are available in 

Taj Mahal complex  

Visitor benches are provided near the museum 

Publications 

Touch screen information kiosk 

Braille text panels in Hindi and English 

Museum Publications 

Visitor Amenities 

 
Visiting hours: 9.00 AM to 5.00 PM 
(Museum remains closed on Friday) 

Free Entry 

 

Entry ticket for museum is available at Taj Mahal booking 

counters and also at Museum 
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Education and Awareness 



 

 

New gallery 

 A new gallery namely “Shaheed Bachcho ki Gurav Gatha” is added 
in Swatantrata Sangram Sangrahalaya, Red Fort, Delhi, on 23rd    
February, 2016. The gallery includes photographs of the paintings made by 
60 children of different parts of India who sacrificed their life during the 
freedom struggle of India. These paintings highlight scenes and narrations of 
freedom movement. Photographs of these least known 60 martyr children 
have also been displayed in the gallery.  
 
 This collection has been permanently donated by Sh. Ravi Chandra 
Gupta; and Sh. Prem Chandra Shukla of Shaheed Smriti Chetna Samiti. 

Fig. 16 Swatantrata Sangram Sangrahalaya, Red Fort, 

Delhi: Inauguration of the gallery 

Fig. 17 Swatantrata Sangram Sangrahalaya, Red Fort, Delhi: 

Display in the gallery 
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New Museum 



 

 

 Archaeological Museum, Kapilvastu was inaugurated by the Dr 
Mahesh Sharma, Hon’ble Minister of Culture on 18.03.2016. Sh. Jagdambika 
Pal, Hon’ble Member of Parliament was also present during the inauguration 
ceremony. The total number of Archaeological Site Museum has since increased 
to 45.  
 
 Piprahwa, located in district Siddharth Nagar, Uttar Pradesh, is well-
known for having yielded one of the earliest relic caskets with Brahmi inscrip-
tion. The largest stupa of Piprahwa was partially exposed by Peppe in 1898, who 
sank a shaft through its centre with the object of finding out the relics within it. 
At a depth of 10 feet, he found a small broken soapstone vase full of clay in 
which were embedded some beads, crystal pieces, gold ornaments, cut stars, 
etc.  
 
 Further excavations conducted from 1971 to 1976 under Shri K. M. 
Srivastava at the sites of Piparahwa and adjoining Ganwaria proved to be  epoch 
making as it conclusively proved the place to be the ancient Kapilvastu, the     
native of the Sakya kings to which Lord Buddha belonged, on the basis of       
terracotta sealings and the relic caskets.  

Fig. 18 Archaeological Museum, Kapilvastu:  

Inaugural event and museum display 
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